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My telegram to Bermuda No. Codfel^SiT (not to all) 
[of December 21: Laos]. 


As there was not time to put this to the President or 
Mr. Rusk I would be grateful if you would tell the latter that 
ye now are receiving from all quarters in Laos the clearest 
possible evidence that Phourai is determined that the three 
Princes discussions should not succeed. He seems convinced 
that in the last resort, SEATO will be obliged to come to his 
aid if he can get the war started again. I know that the 
United States Ambassador has made the most determined attempts 
to disabuse him of this view but people close to him who should 
be in a position to know assure us that he does not accept that 
Mr. Winthrep— Brown is genuinely speaking for the United States 
Government. It seems possible that the Thais have told him this. 

2. I should like to know whether Mr. Rusk has received the same 
information and whether he thinks there is anything he can do 
about it. I hope that in the last resort he would invoke the 
direct intervention of the President. While we could in the 
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last resort fall back on a meeting of the three Princes at 
Geneva, I am not hopeful that. this would be any more 
successful than the meeting in Vientiane if that were allowed to 
fail. I feel sure that we must do everything possible to get a 
settlement at this round. Could the Americans if necessary take 
the first steps to withdraw support from Phoumi, and make it 
clear to the King of Laos what is being done? 





